1979 Inauguration of the Twinning between Stapleford and Villedomer

On Saturday July 14%", Stapleford was officially twinned with Villedémer, near
Tours, in France.

A ceremony was held at the Stapleford Village sign which was decorated with the French and British
flags. An opening speech welcoming the visitors from Villedomer and outlining the twinning project
was given by the Chairman of the Parish Council. The lady mayor of Villedomer did the honour of
replying with a speech in English. Sir Frederick Catherwood, Cambridgeshire’s representative at the
European Assembly said a few words on the value of links with other countries. After the speeches a
Charter was signed to formalise the agreement of friendship between the two communities. The
Charter was signed for Villedomer by Mme Renée Poiget, the mayor and M Daniel Lamaziere, the
chairman of the Villedomer twinning committee. Mr Travers Chalk the chairman of Stapleford Parish
Council and Mr John King the chairman of the Stapleford Twinning Committee. The St. Andrew’s Hand
bell ringers then played both national anthems. The church bells rang a quarter peel while everybody
drank to the success of the twinning with a local wine supplied by the visitors from Villedomer. Twenty
six visitors came by coach from Villedomer for the weekend and were accommodated in homes within
the village. During the weekend they enjoyed a Barn Dance, a Village Concert and an open air lunch
all provided by the Stapleford Gala and Flower Show committees. They had a guided tour of
Cambridge as well as joining in the general festivities of Stapleford’s Gala Day.

A return ceremony will be held at Villeddmer on August 26" and a coach party from Stapleford will
be travelling to France for the occasion.

TE Miller, Secretary, Stapleford Twinning Committee
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Account of the 1979 Visit to Villedomer 25t - 26™ August

| hope those who were fortunate to be in Villeddmer for the weekend of 25" — 26 August will bear
with me if | outline the events for those unable to attend.

The coach arrives at Villeddmer at 9pm on the Saturday evening along with some true English
weather. The weekend was the first wet féte weekend in Villedomer for 10 yearrs and the second
coldest on record. The party was warmly welcomed by the people of Villedomer and after pushing
the coach from the waterlogged field was given a marvellous dinner.

As part of the féte a singing contest was in progress and Messrs Holt, Edney and King entered and
performed “The Bold Gendarmes”. The gentlemen of the party were revived from the fatigue of the
journey by being introduced to Miss France.

On Sunday morning everyone gathered in the square with umbrellas raised for a tour of the village.
During the tour Mr John King unveiled the nameplate on a new recreation area, now called “Square
Stapleford”. The tour also included a visit to the local museum of M Beaufeu who had collected
together local bygones including in particular those items used for making wine casks.

At 11am everyone returned to the square for the Twinning Ceremony. The local boys’ football team
and the fire brigade formed a guard of honour. Short speeches were made by Mme Renée Poiget,
the Mayor of Villedomer, Mr John King our Twinning Committee Chairman and M Barathan of
I’Association franco-britannique. The charter of friendship was signed and presented to Mr King
along with a beautiful glass chalice. Mr King presented the people of Villedomer with a seat which
had been inscribed “STAPLEFORD 1979 VILLEDOMER"” by Mr Douglas Phipps. The band of he
neighbouring village of Monthodon played both national anthems and the ceremony was concluded
with a display by the Villedomer majorettes. Everybody then retired to the village hall to drink to the
success of Twinning and to sign the “Book of Honour”. After a sumptuous lunch at the local
restaurant we returned to the square to follow the majorettes and the band to the féte, again with
umbrellas raised. The féte, unlike ours, had very few sideshows and the main attraction was the
stage with its continuous variety of acts ranging from the local mahorettes to professional circus acts
and singers.

Tea was provided at nearby la Besnardiere which contains a magnificent organ, which was stolen by
Napoleon from Spain. la Besnardiére also houses each September the local equivalent of Aldeburgh
Festival.

Tea was followed by a visit to the cellar of the village bineyard, and a church, after which we
digressed for dinner with our hosts. After dinner we returned to the féte, which was again in full
swing with further entertainment on the stage and a dance in an adjacent hall. The evening was
concluded by a magnificent firework display. All the entertainment and refreshment was provided
free for the visitors from Stapleford and when the coach departed on the Monday morning
everybody was overcome by the quality and the quantity of the hospitality. Those of us who were
able to spend several days in Villeddmer were able to see the village in the light of blue skies and a
warm sun. All will agree that we found it enchanting and the continuing hospitality unbelievable.
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Translation of the Twinning Charter
we,
Chatrman of Stapleford and Matre of Villeddmer,
Being the freely elected representative of our Fellow citizens,
Certain that we lnterpret the shincere wishes of our populations
Awnre that western clvilization Found its origin
in our local communities and that the spirit of Libery first recorded tn the Freedom won by them,
considering that history must continue in a wider world
But that this world will be tng huwmane ong tnsofar as maw live FreeLg In Free cltles,
Do take, on this olag, a soleman oath
To mabntain permanent bonds between our two
municipalities, to promote exchanges of all kRinds between
thelr inhabitants with the alm of Fostering, through
greater mutual understanoing, the true spivit of European brotherhooot
to combing our efforts tn oroer to further, to the greatest
extent within our power, the suceess of that essential wadertaking
For peace and prosperity: Buropean Unity
A.T.Chalk The Chalrman
).Klng The President

The 26t day of August 1979
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Oy avsut beaucoup de plagues
 dans les petite rues
la; place des Mar-
s=de-la. stance, ~hier &
Villedomer. - Cette «invasion »
| anglo-saxonne dans la commu-
i tourangelle était bien légifi-'
¢ ‘en ce dernier dimanche
aolt, s’y déroulaient les céré-
monies de jumelage de la com-
¢ avec le petif bourg anglais
Stapleiord.
Asith: Dréaises devani la mai-
les jeunes footballeurs de
iledomer se rangerent en haie

élégation de la commune sest
: endue 4 Stapleford au mois de
illet pour y célébrer la premié-
-partie du jumelage.

est en eifet le 14 jylilet
our de la féte de Stapleford)
gue dcs deux communes avaient
hoisi comme date pour officia-
leurs nouveaux liens d’ami-
‘¢ choix indique bien que le
légendaire h umour britannique
.| reste toujours aussi vivace...

Aprés quelques brefs discours.
‘de M. John King président du
comité de jumelage de Staple-
ford, de M. Lamaziére son al-
i | ter-ego ‘francais et de M. Bara-

| thon, responsable de I’Associa-
tion franco-brifannique, M.
John King offrit ai maire et &
“la population de Villedomer un
- cadeau quelque -peu inattendu :
un banc sur lequel était grave le
nom des deux communes et la
“date de leur jumelage.

Les petits cadeaux faisant les
bons amis, le représentant bri-
tannique recut des mains dun
jeune garcon du pays, vétu d'un
costume tourangeau, le parche-
min du serment du jumelage.
Des numeéros de majorettes sur
le «God Save the Queehs et
«La Marseillaise » conclurent la
‘| manifestation. Tout e monde
“reflua alors vers la: salle oui se
donna le vin d’honneur.

M. King gardera sans aucun
doute un excéllent souvenir de
ce petit trajet, puisqu’il l'effec-
tua au bras de la trés belle Miss
France 1979, invitée d’honneur.
Pour en revenir au jumelage
proprement dit, il faut

Sa population est sensiblement
ézale a celle de Villedomer, 1600
habitants contre 1300 2 s2 « ju-
melle». Lidée dau jumelage est

venue par une proposition de
PAssociation franco-britannique.
Contacts pris, Iidée fit son che-
min et aboutit aux cérémonies
du 14 juillet a Stapleford et
d’hier a Villedomer. Le jumela-
ge, réalisé dans le cadre des
communes d’Europe, a pour but
principal d’établir des échanges
culturels entre les deux commu-
nautés.

Pour M. King, cela doit se dé-
velopper .. «slowly s, . lentement
afin que les liens créés entrent
dans la tradition des deux com-
munes, Echanges de jeunes, pos-
sibilités de vacances chez I'habi-
tant pour les adultes et séjours
linguistiques pour tous, voila
bien lobjectif premier de Lopé-
ration.

Mais les personnes du troisie-
me age n'ont pas, pour autant
€té oubliges. Les associations
francaise et anglaise ne man-
queront pas de se servir des
liens créés par le jumelage pour
mener ensemble certaines ac-
tions.

L’assemblée annuelle de Mo-
rand a connu dimanche son suc-
cés habituel maleré le temps
maussade. La foule fut en effet
nonibreuse tant le samedi soir,
ol la jeunesse était reine, que

| SUCCES DE LA FETE DE MORAND

la houlette de son responsable
cross, Adrien Cornet. -
Une note émouvante :
té des fétes local avait doté cette
épreuve dit challenge Yves Le-
roy. en mémoire du regretté ani-
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Miss France. 7
a la féte du viaduc

Parallelement & la cérémo-
. nie du jumelage Stapleford-
Villedémer, avait lieu la tra-
ditionnelle féte du Viaduc,
Cette féte champétre aura
malheureusement été contra-
riée par le temps maussade
qui_sévit actuellement sur la
région. Cela ne I'a pas empé-
chée de connaitre son habi-
tuel succés populaire. Com-
mencée samedi soir, par les
€liminatoires du concours de
chant, la féte du Viaduc per-
mit dimanche a tous des
amateurs de jeux de rivaliser
d'adresse et desprit de com-
pétition. Le tour final du
concours de chant reveétit, di-
manche aprés-midi, un ca-
ractére exceptionnel grace &
la présence de Miss France et
des misses tourangelles 78 et
9. Les festivités devaient se
terminer dans la soirée par
wi grand feu d'artifice dans
le champ du Viadue, a condi-
gion que le temps le permet-

[

Aujourd’hui

Dispensaire :  permanence de
Mile Bonnin, assistante soclale
de 14h & 17h 30.

Judo-Club : entrainement de
17130 a 21h, salle des sports,
rue Mattin- -Gardien.

M.J:C. : cours de yoga & 17h 45
au club des jeunes.

Karaté : entrainement de 19h

B 21 h, salle des spoﬂs’ e Mar-

tin-Gardien.

Concours de labours

Tous les  jeunes agriculteurs
&gés de 16 & 35 ans désirant par-
ticiper au concours cantonal de
labours qui se déroulera aux
Hermites; le 8 septembre, sont
invités a se faire inscrire dés
maintenant, auprés de M. Ché-

reau  Jagky, «UEpiniéres &
Auzouer-en-Touraine (tel.
56.20.24) . .

Les inscriptions seront closes.
le vendredi 7 septembre au soir.

le comi-

FESTIVAL INTERCANTONAL DE MUSIQUE

A AUTOLER



