
1979  Inauguration of the Twinning between Stapleford and Villedômer 

On Saturday July 14th, Stapleford was officially twinned with Villedômer, near 

Tours, in France.  

A ceremony was held at the Stapleford Village sign which was decorated with the French and British 

flags. An opening speech welcoming the visitors from Villedômer and outlining the twinning project 

was given by the Chairman of the Parish Council. The lady mayor of Villedômer did the honour of 

replying with a speech in English. Sir Frederick Catherwood, Cambridgeshire’s representative at the 

European Assembly said a few words on the value of links with other countries. After the speeches a 

Charter was signed to formalise the agreement of friendship between the two communities. The 

Charter was signed for Villedômer by Mme Renée Poiget, the mayor and M Daniel Lamazière, the 

chairman of the Villedômer twinning committee.  Mr Travers Chalk the chairman of Stapleford Parish 

Council and Mr John King the chairman of the Stapleford Twinning Committee. The St. Andrew’s Hand 

bell ringers then played both national anthems. The church bells rang a quarter peel while everybody 

drank to the success of the twinning with a local wine supplied by the visitors from Villedômer. Twenty 

six visitors came by coach from Villedômer for the weekend and were accommodated in homes within 

the village. During the weekend they enjoyed a Barn Dance, a Village Concert and an open air lunch 

all provided by the Stapleford Gala and Flower Show committees.  They had a guided tour of 

Cambridge as well as joining in the general festivities of Stapleford’s Gala Day.  

A return ceremony will be held at Villedômer on August 26th and a coach party from Stapleford will 

be travelling to France for the occasion. 

TE Miller, Secretary, Stapleford Twinning Committee 

 



 

  

Travis Chalk , George Dunn, Harold Holt, John King 

 

 



Account of the 1979 Visit to Villedomer 25th – 26th August 

I hope those who were fortunate to be in Villedômer for the weekend of 25th – 26th August will bear 

with me if I outline the events for those unable to attend. 

The coach arrives at Villedômer at 9pm on the Saturday evening along with some true English 

weather. The weekend was the first wet fête weekend in Villedomer for 10 yearrs and the second 

coldest on record. The party was warmly welcomed by the people of Villedomer and after pushing 

the coach from the waterlogged field was given a marvellous dinner. 

As part of the fête a singing contest was in progress and Messrs Holt, Edney and King entered and 

performed “The Bold Gendarmes”. The gentlemen of the party were revived from the fatigue of the 

journey by being introduced to Miss France. 

On Sunday morning everyone gathered in the square with umbrellas raised for a tour of the village. 

During the tour Mr John King unveiled the nameplate on a new recreation area, now called “Square 

Stapleford”. The tour also included a visit to the local museum of M Beaufeu who had collected 

together local bygones including in particular those items used for making wine casks.  

At 11am everyone returned to the square for the Twinning Ceremony. The local boys’ football team 

and the fire brigade formed a guard of honour. Short speeches were made by Mme Renée Poiget, 

the Mayor of Villedômer, Mr John King our Twinning Committee Chairman and M Barathan of 

l’Association franco-britannique. The charter of friendship was signed and presented to Mr King 

along with a beautiful glass chalice. Mr King presented the people of Villedômer with a seat which 

had been inscribed “STAPLEFORD 1979 VILLEDOMER” by Mr Douglas Phipps.  The band of he 

neighbouring village of Monthodon played both national anthems and the ceremony was concluded 

with a display by the Villedômer majorettes. Everybody then retired to the village hall to drink to the 

success of Twinning and to sign the “Book of Honour”. After a sumptuous lunch at the local 

restaurant we returned to the square to follow the majorettes and the band to the fête, again with 

umbrellas raised.  The fête, unlike ours, had very few sideshows and the main attraction was the 

stage with its continuous variety of acts ranging from the local mahorettes to professional circus acts 

and singers.  

Tea was provided at nearby la Besnardière which contains a magnificent organ, which was stolen by 

Napoleon from Spain. la Besnardière also houses each September the local equivalent of Aldeburgh 

Festival. 

Tea was followed by a visit to the cellar of the village bineyard, and a church, after which we 

digressed for dinner with our hosts. After dinner we returned to the fête, which was again in full 

swing with further entertainment on the stage and a dance in an adjacent hall. The evening was 

concluded by a magnificent firework display.  All the entertainment and refreshment was provided 

free for the visitors from Stapleford and when the coach departed on the Monday morning 

everybody was overcome by the quality and the quantity of the hospitality. Those of us who were 

able to spend several days in Villedômer were able to see the village in the light of blue skies and a 

warm sun.  All will agree that we found it enchanting and the continuing hospitality unbelievable.  



 

 



  

Translation of the Twinning Charter 
We,  
Chairman of Stapleford and Maire of Villedômer, 

Being the freely elected representative of our Fellow citizens,  

Certain that we interpret the sincere wishes of our populations 

Aware that western civilization Found its origin  

in our local communities and that the spirit of Libery first recorded in the Freedom won by them, 

considering that history must continue in a wider world 

But that this world will be truly humane only insofar as man live Freely in Free cities, 

Do take, on this day, a solemn oath 

To maintain permanent bonds between our two  

municipalities, to promote exchanges of all kinds between 

their inhabitants with the aim of Fostering, through 

greater mutual understanding, the true spirit of European brotherhood 

to combine our efforts in order to further, to the greatest 

extent within our power, the success of that essential undertaking  

For peace and prosperity: European Unity 

A.T.Chalk The Chairman 

J.King The President 

 

The 26th day of August 1979 



 

 

 

 


